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Ants Are On The Move!

his is a great time of year to be an

ant. Food is plentiful during the
spring and summer, and the colonies
rapidly grow in size as the queen ants
become virtual egg-laying machines.
This all means more human encounters
with these pests, as they come into our
yards and then find their way indoors.

It often seems that ants appear
magically, as if from nowhere, but in fact
their small size allows their many scouts
to crawl through the tiniest of cracks
and reappear indoors. And very few get
lost! Once they have found food,
moisture, or a suitable nesting spot

indoors, they lay down a
chemical trail that other
. .= ants easily
W= ™~ follow.
g Socon hundreds or
thousands of foraging ants
find the trail, and it quickly becomes an
“ant super highway.”

Ants unfortunately also are very
good at multiplying the number of
colonies in an area. They simply send
out winged, fully reproductive female
and male ants, and these start new
nests. For many species of ants it is
even easier than that to start new

Ternute Damage is Often Hidden

ike many criminals,
termites operate

> hidden from vnew
* Termites tunnel INSIDE
wood, away from light and drying air,
rather than on the surface. Because of
this, they often remain unnoticed by
homeowners for years while they
gradually weaken a wooden structure.
Termites also work unnoticed and
uncontrolled because the common
subterranean termites attack a structure
directly from their already hidden
colonies in the soil. They find their way
into an unprotected home in a variety of
ways. Concrete seems impenetrable,
but in fact as a concrete foundation and
piers age they develop cracks that
termites can easily crawl through.
Termites can crawl through a tiny crack
in cement as small as 1/64 of an inch

wide, directly into wood—all well hidden
from view!

In addition to cracks, concrete has
other hidden “termite highways”. Holes
for electrical conduits and plumbing, as
well as expansion joints, are often used
by these pests to enter a structure.
Even porches made of concrete often
have a dirt fill underneath that piles soil
right up to various cracks and openings.
Termites can travel through such cracks
directly to structural wood, completely
hidden from view.

‘Because termites use these and
other hidden avenues to enter a
structure, they often stay hidden for
years while they are causing damage.
Our professional termite services are a
wise investment that can help detect
and control termite and other wood-
destroying pests, protecting your
property from extensive damage.

colonies—if there is more than one
queen in a crowded nest, part of the
group simply leaves and forms a new
colony, a process called ‘budding’.

You should always diligently
eliminate food and moisture that might
attract ants. But our regular treatments
are what really prevent ant problems.
We are the Area Ant Specialists—
experts at controlling even difficult ant
problems. Call us if you, or someone
you know, is having problems with
these all-too-common pests.

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

et food left out overnight invites

trouble with pests, so remove it
nightly. Raccoons, rodents, and many
insect pests such as cockroaches and
ants, quickly learn where to look for
food, and will visit that spot each night.

“Four for dinner
please, with a view—

% of the trash.”

Thank you for your business and referrals!






